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Eighty-nine  years  ago  to-day,  in  Independence  Hall  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia^  our  revolutionary  fathers,  after 
a  long  and  protracted  war  with  England,  declared  the 
United  States  a  free  and  independent  nation,  and  amid 
the  shouts  of  rejoicing,  ringing  of  bells,  and  every  de 
monstration  of  joy,  proclaimed  "  liberty  throughout  the 
land  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof." 

As  if  to  consecrate  this  sacred  day  forever,  some  of  the 
most  important  events  of  our  history,  in  the  Providence 
of  Almighty  God,  have  signalized  it. 

On  the  .50th  anniversary  of  this  great  national  Jubilee 
died  John  Adams,  aged  91  years,  and  Thomas  Jefierson 
aged  8-<  years,  the  two  most  prominent  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  After  they  had  accom- 
plished all  the  great  object.^  of  their  lives,  and  crowned 
■with  honor  and  glory  and  with  mature  yenrs,  at  the 
very  time  they  had  liesired,  on  the  4th  day  of  July 
I82(D,  in  the  very  hour  cf  puldic  rejoicing,  while  theii 
own  names  were  on  all  tongues,  and  while  the  sound  of 
a  nation's  joj'^,  ru^hmg  fi-om  our  cities,  ringing  from  oiu- 
valleys,  and  echoing  from  our  hills,  was  breaking  on 
their  ears,  the  freed  spirits  of  John  Adams  and  Thomas 
Jefferson  took  their  flight  together,  and  ascended  to  the 
God  who  gave  them. 

But  again,  as  if  to  make  the  day  forever  consecrate  to 
freedom  and  forever  memorable  in  the  annals  of  nian- 
kind.  General  Meade  and  the  armies  of  the  Potomac 
celebrated  the  4ta  of  July,  1862,  in  the  grand  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  on  which  depended  as  mighty  issues  as  ever 
hung  on  the  fortunes  of  a  single  field,  and  drove  the  reb- 
el hordes  across  the  Potomac  to  the  tune  of  Yankee 
Doodle.  [Cheers. 1  And  all  was  quiet  on  the  Potomac 
for  a  season,  while  Grant  and  Sherman,  with  the  grand 
army  of  the  Northwest,  stormed  the  battlements  of 
Ticksburg — planted  our  flag  upon  the  heights  where  the 
rebel  flag  had  floated,  and,  amid  rejoicings  wild  and 
loud,  marched  in  procession  through  the" streets  of  the 
rebel  stronghold  to  the  glorious  tune  of  Hail  Columbia. 
Happy  land.  [Cheers.]  T]ius  on  the  4th  day  of  Julv, 
1862,  the  fate  of  the  Army  of  the  East  and  of  the  Army 
of  the  West,  and  of  the  war  itself,  was  decided.  The 
clouds  broke  from  our  political  horoscope,  and  to-day  we 
meet  to  celebrate  the  4ih  day  of  July,  1776,  which  es- 
tablished, and  the  4th  day  of  July,  1865,  which  pre- 
served to  u!-:  and  perpetuated  our  independence,  power 
and  glory  as  a  people. 

We  celebrate  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776,  because  then 
commenced  the  great  experiment  whether  man  is  capa- 
ble of  self-government.  Our  fathers  boldly  announced 
to  the  world  in  the  great  and  immortal  charter  of  free- 
dom, the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  bible  of  the 
hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are  ere 
fights  of  man,  which  has  just  been  read  to  you  :  "We 
ated  equal — that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  in-lienable  rights,  that  among  these  are 
~S>^  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  ol  happiness — that  to  secure 

ese  rights,   governments  are  instituted  among  men, 
'erfving  their  ju^t  powers  from  tho  conaent  of  the  gov- 


erned." All  the  great  and  noble  men  whose  names  wer« 
attached  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  are  gone  ; 
but  I  stand  up  here  to-day  to  say  that  that  Declaration 
stands  in  all  its  original  force  and  vigor — stands,  not  a 
singlejot  or  tittle  erased — and,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
it  A^'iU  stand  forever.    [Loud  applause.] 

They  are  gone,  but  the  greath  truths  enunciated 
therein  survive,  and  v/ill  survive,  a  perpetual  declaration 
to  all  the  world,  from  generation  to  generation,  of  man's 
intrinsic,  essential  manhood,  and  of  the  great,  undying, 
the  eternal  principles  of  individual  and  universal  human 
lihert}'.    [Applause.] 

The  American  revolution  was  begun  and  fought 
through  for  an  idea — to  establish  that  man  is  a  man — 
to  vindicate  the  right  of  every  man  to  equal  rights  and 
to  equal  citizenship,  not  by  virtue  of  his  birth  or  tor- 
tune,  or  of  his  nativity  or  color,  but  by  virtue  of  his  in- 
trinsic, God-created  manhood.  Washington,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  says :  '•  What  is  it  we  are  fighting  against? — 
not  agidnst  paying  two  cents  per  pound  on  tea.  No.  we 
are  fighting  against  the  right  we  have  all  along  couien- 
dod  against,  to  tax  us  without  our  consent."  Franklin, 
in  Wilting  home  from  France,  said:  "In  Europe  our 
cause  is  regarded  by  the  masses  as  the  cause  of  all  man- 
kind, and  that  in  fighting  for  our  liberties,  we  are  fight- 
ing for  theirs."  Yes,  our  fathers  were  fighting,  not 
against  a  little  tax — not  for  themselves — but  for  their 
posterity  and  for  the  world — for  man  and  human  rights 
everywhere,  and  in  all  ages. 

Our  fathers  asserted  the  great  principle  of  the  equal, 
inalienable  rights  of  all  men,  not  upon  any  abstract  de- 
duction of  their  own  reasoning — not  upon  any  mere 
human  dogma — but  planting  themselves  upon  the  firm 
foundations  of  God's  eternal  truth  and  justice,  they  de- 
clared that  they  were  endowed,  not  by  man,  but  by 
their  Creator,  with  these  inalienable  rights ;  and  that 
to  secure  these,  governments  were  instituted  among 
men,  deriving  their  just  power  from  the  governed.  Here 
is  the  whole  principle  of  the  government — that  all  pow- 
er originates  from  the  will  of  the  people;  that  each 
citizen  shall  have  his  equal  share  in  the  burdens  and  iu 
the  privileges  of  the  government ;  that  however  men 
may  differ  Irom  each  other  in  physique  or  in  intellect, 
or  in  any  of  tho  elements  of  human  character,  they  are 
all  equal  before  the  law — that  so  far  as  civil  rights  are 
concerned,  each  man  is  not  superior  or  inferior  to  any 
other  man,  and  is  equally  bound  with  every  other  man 
to  exercise  his  powers,  his  vigilance,  designing  wisdom 
and  efficiency  in  the  eternal  duty  of  guiding,  preserving 
md  protecting  the  state  (applause)  ;  and  that  in  all 
cases  the  will  of  a  majority,  not  of  any  favored  portion., 
but  of  nil  the  people,  shall  be  the  law  of  the  land. 

For  these  great  truths  our  fathers  Ptrug»ied  round 
about  the  camps  of  liberty  iu  the  days  that  tried  men"  ■ 
i^oois  ;  for  these  the  Declaration  of  Independence  v,  .i 
announced,  proclaiming  the  glad  tidings  of  "libtitv 
throughout  the  land  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  tber-'o!," 
for  these  our  ©xquisitely   adjusted  form  of  feder^j  y,i.ti 


Btittu  g«,.vorutiieut,5i  were  {unnt!(i.l,  autl  lor  tiieti«  tho  Linicu, 
ee-tuented  bv  revolutionary  blood,  was  established.  They 
are  right — they  came  not  from  the  fc  ble  power  of  man. 
their  origin  iH  aivinc  ;  they  were  promulgated  in  God's 
d<-claration  of  equality,  "love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself," 
and  ^ilterwards  in  the  goiden  rule  of  -doing  uutu  oth- 
ers as  we  would  be  done  by;"  and  this  gn-'at  idea'of 
libc.rtv  has  Htrugiiied  fur  recognition  amid  the  rise  and 
fall  of  j.impires, imperfectly  existing  in  the  deniocra:ies 
of  Gro  re  and  ilouie.  fimud  partial  utterance  iuMagna 
Charta,  liili  of  rights  and  trial  by  jury,  glowed  iu  tlie 
braarfi  of  Cromwell  and  tlie  Puritan,  cros.-sed  the  ocean 
ill  he  Muyflbwcr.  •cuionstrated  in  resistani-'e  to  the 
St  .'lip  Act,  thundered  in  tlic  rwU  of  drums  at  Bunker 
Rill, and  finally  culminated,  full  form,ed  and  majestic, 
the  great  and  dominant  iJoa  of  the  world  in  the  Decla 
ration  of  Aniericiin  Independence.  The  proposition 
c  >nKists  in  three  words — man  is  free — the  great  fact 
which,  I'irni  as  the  foundation  of  God's  eternal  tlii'one, 
8  lall  stand  unshaken  amid  tho  beating  surg«  of  time. 
and  banish,  forever  baipsii,  from  tiie  eartli,  all  the  ab- 
»urd  distinctions  which,  in  other  countries,  have  made, 
and  in  portions  of  our  pwn  would  make  our  farming, 
mechanical  and  trading  classes  the  serfs,  vassals,  and 
slaves  of  kings,  lr>rtlH,  and  nobles. 

It  is  this  individual  and  univers^  equality  which  is  to 
save,  not  destroy,  our  country,  Some  good  men  have 
feared  that  the  approach  to  univei;sal  sutTrage  might  de- 
stroy the  nation,  whereas  it  is  the  safety  of  the  nation 
-it  is  the  great  elevator  of  the  masses — it  moulds  the 
cuaracter  of  the  citizen,  produces  a  superior  national! 
iy,  and  has  exhibited  itself  in  sublime  results  upon  the 
intelli,- enoe,  pl^-sical  prosperity  and  glory  of  the  Anie 
rican  people.  It  leads  to  the  educat|on  of  the  masses 
by  giving  to  every  man  the  rignt  to  vote,  and  opening 
the  avenues  to  office  to  the  highest  and  lowest  alike.  A 
man,  to  give  an  intelligent  vote,  must  think,  must  rea- 
son, muit  discriminate,  must  be  informed.  If  he  aspires 
to  oihce.  he  must  be  prepared  to  show  qualifications  tor 
the  discharge  of  its  duties.  Hence  the  universal  doc- 
trine of  ail  our  statesmen  and  sages,  of  our  pulpit  .and 
,  our  press,  that  the  whole  people  must  be  educat:'d.tl!;!t 
intelligence  and  virtue  are  the  found.atious  of  ouy  pojiti 
-cal  edifice,  and  that  tiiere  is  no  safety  for  our  fi'eeinsti- 
"tutions  while  tlie  masses  remain  in  ignorance,  rio  solid 
guaranty  for  our  liberties  while  there  is  a  single  fee- 
man  in  tiie  land  who  cannot  read  the  constitntiiin  of  iris 
country,  and  v/rite  lus  ^irotest  against  oppression 
misrule  ,  that  tlic  meeting  house  and  tlie  school  house 
are  the  impregnable  citadels  and  bulwarks  of  ou: 
free  institutions.  Horn  the  colleges  and  schools  in  eve 
ry  citi-.  town  ami  haudet  throughout  the  land — the  dis- 
semination of  kiiowledge  through  the  press,  fioni  the 
stump,  literary  associations — ali  tlie  natural  offsprings 
and  actvial  necessities  of  free  suffrage  and  equal  fran 
ehises.  Hence  is  the  incentive — the  high  training  for 
American  citizensldp,  and  the  intelligent  exercise  of 
»  that  citizenship  which  moulds  the  statesman  whose 
voice  is  heard  in  the  .Senate  Chamber,  in  the  counsels  of 
cabinets,  in  tnfe  dlplonmcy  of  foreign  govermnents.  and 
t  gives  Will  sweep  and  full  play  to  that  energetic  iniuf 
which  has,  thus  far  developed  the  enormous  energie: 
and  boundless  enterprise  of  the  American  people,  and 
also  made  them  as  skillful  and  terrible  in  war  as  they 
are  efiective  in  peace,  Every  boy  inbibes  the  genius  of 
,o.ur  free  institutions.  The  poor  friendless  rail-splitter 
jises  to  the  proudest  pinnacle  of  human  power  [Cheers] 
The  poor  tailor  boj'  becomes  and  is  now  our  President, 
■{cheers,]  the  ferry  boy  the  Chief  Justice  of  our  Supreme 
^ur.t,  :  ^rieers,)  and  the  humbje  tanner  boys  become  the 
great  cj  1)1  mander,  who  marshcds  a  million  of  veteran 
warriois  in  the  great  cause  of  union  and  liberty.and  holds 
up  ttie  liaming  symbol  of  emancipation  to  a  whole  race  of 
mankind-    (Applause.) 

It  elevates  labor,  and  assigns  to  it  tho  nobility  which 
iiSod  gavoit--holds  out  to  it  the  highest  ftimulonc, hon- 
ors and  (.'moluinpnts.  I  have  not  tlie  time  io  trjice  V;:e 
wonderful  contrast  between  the  respectaliii^ty  of  labwi 
iathis  coiAitry  and  in  those  countries  of  Unrope,  and  in 
the  slave  .States  of  our  own  land,  where  p.-ond  and 
pampered  aristocrats  looked  down  upon  the  vocation,  of 
the  laborer  as  a  menial  one,  and  d.espised  the  supburned 
face  and  soi'ed  hands  of -'small  fisted  fanners  and  greas.\ 
;ne,;hanics."  SufHce  it  to  say  that  in  all  our  free  No'  t:- 
^  ern  States  labor,  whether  of  the  head  or  the  hand-', 
'ishonorai  lo;  and  that  our  wealth  and  prosperity  sprinu 
from  the  strong  riglit  arms  of  our  farmers  and  mechan- 
ics,  innd  the  moral  and  intellectual  advancement  of  our 
people;  ami  while  I  can  hi.gMy  esteem  the  glories 
vrhirM  rav  country  has  achieved  in   necessary  a.nd  self- 


defensiye  war,  and  regtird  with  pride  tbe  battle  fieWs 

which  liaveshed  such  i.mperishable  lustre  upon  Ameri- 
can prowess,  yet  I  trust  that  the  future  glories  of  th^ 
country  shall  be  those  of  peace,  of  free  labor,  of  com- 
nerce,  of  agriculture,  of  the  arts,  of  religion;  when  our 
heroes  shall  be  thosa  of  industiy,  when  upon  our  prai- 
ries labor  in  every  county  shall  have  her  fairs  and  festive 
lays,  and  the  wild  wood  shall  ring  with  her  notes  of  lofty 
cheer,  and  when,  in  processions,  in  fraternal  compan- 
ionship with  the  stars  and  6trii)8s,  another  banner  shall 
be  borne,  and  on  that  other  banner  inscribed  two  golden 
v/ords — '•  Liberty  and  ^ree  Labor."    (Great  applause.) 

Under  the  moulding  influences  of  our  fi'ee  institu-;> 
tions",  our  country,  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  late  war. 
had  prospered  without  a''parailel;  so  much  so  that,  as  a 
pebple,  wc  congratulated  ourselves  that  we  were  not 
only  the  freest  but  happiest  and  most  prosperous  people 
upon  tliefaceof  the  earth.  In  our  commerce,  agricul- 
ture and  manufactures,  in  railroads  and  ships,  in  dis- 
coveries and  inventions,  in  churches  and  schools,  and  in 
our  farms  and  flocks,  and  as  we  looked  at  our  thirty 
millions  of  people  stretchi-g  across  an  entire  continent, 
with a,ll  the  elements  of  prosperity  apd  power  such  as 
no  nation  ever  j)osseased  before,  we  Utile  dreamed  that 
■Any  of  our  people  and  least  of  all,  those  who  had  beeu 
the  beneficiaries  of  the  government,  who  had  enjoyed 
its  offices  and  its  honors,  and  upon  whom  its  favors  and 
blessings  had  been  showered  with  a  I'beral  hand,  would 
be  the  iirst  to  raise  their  unhallowed  hands  against  the 
nation,  and  attempt  to  level  in  the  dust  the  fairest, 
freest,  and  happiest  governraeat  on  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

Now  it  is  easy  to  chow  that  our  national  trotibles  were 
not  the  result  of  any  defect  in  the  principles  of  free 
government,  but  the  immediate  and  inevitable  offspring 
of  a  departure  from  the  principles  of  liberty  and  eqiiali- 
ty,  wdiich  were  designed  to  be  Che  corner-stones  of  the 
temple  of  liberty  which  our  fathers  erected;  in  other 
words,  that  the  seeds  of  slavery,  which  were  left  in  the 
rotates  at  the  foundation  of  the  government,  grew  up  to 
be  tlie  bitter  Upas  tree  which  was  to  poison  the  fount- 
ains of  public  prosperity,  and  jieril  the  life  of  the  ha- 
tiDu.  The. system  of  slaveiy  existing  in  our  Southern 
^itat^s  fostered  interests,  tastes,  opinions,  manners  arid 
pi-ejudic88  at  war  with  the  genius  of  (ur  institutions, 
■i-id  uecessnrily  divided  our  p< ople.  Two  difi>irent  forms 
of  government  and  civil  society,  both  upheld  by  great 
and  poweiful  interests  and  energies,  were  striving  for 
supremacy.  Two  sy.stems  of  labor,  one  free  and  the 
idher  slave,  inc-ompatible,  w\arring,  belligerent,  were 
arrayed  against  each  other.  Slavery,  in  the  States  which 
our  lathers  hnd  supposed  would  die  out  because  of  its 
then  universally  admitted  evils,  had  rapidly  increased, 
and  become  to  be  a  cherished  institution  of  the  slave- 
biild'ers  of  the  South,  and  blending  itself  with  the  poli- 
tio<.  .^f  the  country,  it  wag  the  bwlance  of  power  which 
for  <i  jime  wielded,  shaped  and  controlled  the  policy  of 
I  he  Goi;  itry.  It  became  almost  the  government  of  the 
countr,5.  and  every  imjiortant  measure  effecfing  the 
prosperiiy  of  the  country,  luid  to  be  decided  by  its  bear- 
ings and  relations  to  the  institutions  of  slavery.  It  was 
ni>t  onlyjealous  and  tenacious  of  the  powers  it  had,  but 
became  arrogan,!  and  supercilious  and  grasping,  de- 
manding, not  only  that  it  shoulcl  be  let  alone  in  the 
States,  but  have  constitutional  recognitian  everywhere: 
that  all  CUT  lair  and  virgin  territoriea.  way  down  to  the 
setting  sun  on  the  shore  of  the  Pacific,  should  be  opened 
fipe  to  its  exDiiusion.  It  seemed  tejiding  rapidly  to- 
wards universal  domination;  large  numbers  in  the 
North  sympathized  with  its  deraandp.  The  national 
government  yieided  and  was  controlled  by  it,  and 
to  oppose  it  was  denounced  as  fapaticism,  and  to 
agitate  it  was  unpatriotic  and  a  crime — the  forum 
the  Senate  Chamber,  the  pres^,  and  even  the  pulpit 
were  left  free  tO'  denounce  any  other  wrong,  but 
tbey  were  to  'det  alone."  as  th«  term  was,  this  sum  of 
aU  villaiines  wh=ch  had  gilded  its  hideous  porsonnel 
with  tlie  sobriquet  of  the '-peculiar  institution."  the 
'•  cherished."  the  "patrinrchial."  Dooming  to  ignorance 
riostiiution,  atul  crime  four  millions  of  human  beings, 
appropri'ting  the  proceeds  of  their  labor,  sundering 
ail  domestic  ties,  prohibiting  all  educational, moral  and 
ndigions  improvements  by  severest  penalties,  enforcing 
obeiliipiice  and  abject  servility  by  the  lash,  the  revolver 
uid  the  bloodhound,  the  slave  bidder,  rioting  in  wealth 
uid  luxuries  obtained  from  the  bended  back,  and  the 
shrill  agonies  of  tiie  crouching  slave,  learjied  to  despise 
laliorand  the  loborer,  without  regard  to  caete,  and' to 
denounce  free  society  as  n  tailure,  and  mad^  the  eondi- 
t  ion  of  the  poor   whites  o^  the   Soufcii  flcarcelj'  better 
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Vhan  hhai  of  th©  poor  slaveB  theraselvefl,  as  will  be  tes- 
tifittd  to  you  by  the  otlicers  ai)d  Roldiers  wlio  have  seen 
them  at  their  homes  in  the  South,  aH  well  as  by  your 
own  observation  of  the  prisoners  which  we  have  had  in 
our  custody.  I|  will  not  loUow  the  history;  tlie  fierce. 
exactingi  domineering,  bullying  spirit  ot  slavery  in  our 
national  capital— its  attempt  to  establish  it,s<^lf  by  force 
upon  the  territory  of  bleeding  Kansas,  .fee,  bnt  simply 
Bay  that  its  tront  became  so  brazen,  aiid  ity  aims  and  de- 
mands were  at  such  hostile  variance  with  our  free  in- 
stitutions, that  It  became  evident  that  tlie  two  systems 
of  freedom  .\nd  slavery  could  not  exist  in  the  same  land; 
and  the  great  emancipator,  Abraham  Lincoln,  defined 
and  proclaimed  what  long  had  been  the  convictions  oi 
our  good  and  patriotic  statesiben,  that  the  nation  could 
not  remain  half  slave  and  half  free — that  a  house  divid- 
ed against  itself  can  not  stand.  When  the  slave-holders 
discovered  that  their  power  must  decrease  by  th6  admis- 
«ion  of  new  free  states,  and  they  could  no  longer  rely 
implicitly  upon  the  co-operation  of  Northern  sympathi- 
Viers,  and  thatihers  was  a  strong  and  fixed  determina- 
tion in  tVie  free  States  to  resist  further  encroachment 
they  waxed  wroth,  and  in  the  pride  and  insolence  which 
the  system  had  engendered,  they  drew  the  sword  and 
struct  at  the  heart  of  the  nation  ;  raised  the  banner  of 
revolt  ;  went  out  of  the  Union;  organized  wa,i' ;  fired 
upon  our  flag,  and  forced  us.  in  self-defense,  into  that 
bloody  and  destructive  war.  which,  thank  God  and  the 
strong  right  arms  o!  our  brave  boys,  has  resulted  in 
the  total  extermination  of  the  accursed  monster,  and  the 
restoration  of  our  flag  wherever  traitor  hands  had  pul 
ied  it  down.  [Applause.] 

I  feel  highly  honored  to-day  that  I  have  the  opportrr 
iilty  of  meeting  80  inauy  of  ©ur  returned  officers  ana 
soldiers  here,  for  somehow  I  cannot  divestmyself  of  the 
feeling  that  I  have  been  in  Uie  war  mysell,  and  am  a 
returned  soldier,  although  1  have  only  on  one  or  two 
occasions  smelt  the  gunpowder  uf  the  enemy,  [baiigh- 
ter.j  Yet  under  my  administration  the  State  of  lllinsis 
has  seht  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  brave  volnteers 
to' the  field, as  will  be  testified  to  you  by  my  noi'ie  and 
great  Adjutant  General,  who  has  kept  a  faithful  recGi'd, 
and  who  himself,  if  not  in  actual  battle,  has  been  a  tral- 
lant  soldier  in  the  war.  I  liave  ailed  in  railing,  equip 
ping,  and  providing  for  the  wai.ts.  and  comfort,  and 
health  of  our  troops  ;  have  sii,ned  the  commissions  of 
nearly  all  the  olFrcers  appointed  in  uur  State,  from  that 
of  Lieutenant  General  Gx-ant.down  to  the  lowest  com- 
miSfllouM  oflScer.  Instead  of  fmir  years  of  easy,  digni 
fied  leisure,  signing  the  commmiVLsions  of  Justices  of  the 
Peac(5  and  Notaries  Public,  and  going  to  Kurope.  as  a 
Gdvernor  may  be  suppot^ed  todo,  mytJrae  for  the  Ikst 
four  years  has  been  absorbed  in  conference  with  ahd 
Correspondence  with  the  government  at  Washington 
dnd  with  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  in  anxious 
thotight  for  their  success  and  interests,  and  for  their 
welfare  ;  doingAll  I  coilld  in  nly  feeble  way  to  relieve 
the  wants  6f  the  soldiers,  5uid  for  a  vi^jorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  [Applause.]  And,  though  Ihavennt  been 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fray,  as  you  havehestu  \vhile  you 
have  beeii  driving  the  enemy  in  the  front,  I  liave  kept 
up  a  deadly  and  destructive  fire  upon  the  ehemy  in  the 
r«Jar.  [Applause.] 

Soldiers,  PeaCe  hath  her  victories  as  well  as  War.  You 
must  remeniber  that  I  was  Commander  in-Chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  Tiliuois!  Well,  in  the  month  of  .Tune. 
1863,  I  heard  that  a  large  de^^achment  of  the  enemy  had 
taken  possession  and  fortified  them.?elves  in  the  State 
House  at  Springfield,  and  after  declaring  that  they  were 
for  peace — that  the  war  was  unrighteous,  unholy,  &c.. 
and  the  South  could  not  bo  coKquered.  tney  resolved  to 
usurp  the  powers  of  their  commander-in-chief,  and  to 
■  run  the  government  upon  the  style  and  manner  of  the 
rebel  States.  (Laughter.)  I  sent  out  a  party  of  recon- 
noiseance,  called  my  staff.  Lieutenant  General  Hoffman, 
Adjutant  General  Fuller.  Colonel  "Uncle  Jesse,"  Adju^ 
tautO.  j\l.  Hatch,  and  Qdartermaster  Col.  S.  S.  Mann, 
and  military  correspondent  Col.  Joe  Forrest,  and  after 
mature  deliberation  resolved  to  attnck  the  enemy  in  his 
stronghold,  and  put  them  to  roitt  or  die  in  the  last 
ditch.  (Laughter.)  I  then  went  to  work  and  prepared 
a-teadly  missive,  which  Ike  Cook  called  a  "perougs," 
(great  laughter.)  find  as  soon  as  it  was  finislied  went 
and  fired  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  such  a  grand 
skedaddle  you  hav»  not  seen  since  the  evacuation  of 
Atlanta.  (Laughter.)  Col.  Buckmaster,  with  great 
valor  and  stratagem,  tried  to  rally  the  copperheads  and 
restore  order  to  his  broken  columns,  but  linding  all  his 
efforts   ineffectual,  he  flashed  his  speaker's  hanamer  in 


liat  and  save  liimself.V  [Great  laughter  and  repeated 
cheering-]  While,  therefore,  I  take  to  myself  none  uf 
the  honor,  yet  I  can  but  feel  to  rejoice  with  exceeding 
great  jwy  to-day,  that  after  four  years  of  trial,  suffering, 
sometimes  with  prospt^rous,  sometimes  with  ndvertc, 
fortune,  vour  labors  have  not  been  a  failure,  but  victory 
on  evervhand  has  crowned  your  arms,  and  now  there  ifl 
no  fire  in  the  front,  and  none  in  the  rear.  [Applatri-e.] 
This  is  indeed  a  proud  day  for  you,  fivr  the  storin  hns 
passed  away,  and  themoring  sun,  as  he  rose  in  ni:<jesty, 
gory  and  beauty  on  this  F<nirtli  of  .Jni.v,  shines  iipon 
our  land  triumphant  over  the  grave  Of  trenson,  und  dis- 
enthralled from  the  shackles  and  curee  of  slavery — o\er 
a  land  to  which  peace  and  union  are  restored,  a'.uj  ^-here 
all  her  millions,  from  r-orth  to  South,  from  East  t<> 
West,  and  all,  all  are  free.    [Gre-t  cheering. j 

Officers  and  soldiers,  we  have  watched  your  course. 
You  ha,Ye  done  well  — mighty  \vell.  Your  devotion  to 
yur  country  i^  lull  of  subliniity,  and  your  achieve- 
ments not  surpassed  by  the  veterans  of  the  ancient  re- 
publics, whose  patriotism  and  deeds  of  valoi-  have  been 
the  theme  of  hi»to'y.  poesy  and  so^g  for  ovei-  a  thou- 
sand years,  I'ou  have  given  Illinois  a  great  fame 
throughout  the  civilized  world;  to  be  an  Illinoisaij.  to 
have  beennn  Illinois  soldier  was  to  be  everything  that 
had  the  import  of  a  great  name,  and  synonymous  wjih 
everjthing  that  was  sublime  in  patriotism,  noble  in 
daring,  or  great  in  achievement »  for  wh;le  her  s^-ns 
have  nobly  fought  and  bravely  fell  on  everj  battlefield 
of  the  war,  there  is  not  a  single,  blot  upon  the  blazing 
star  which  answers  to  her  Ha.me  in  the  glorious  galaxy 
of  the  thirty  four.  She  gave  to  the  nation  a  President, 
the  most  magnificent  man  in  the  world:  [cheers]  she 
gave  to  the  army  the  A'orld's  great  commander,  and  a 
host  of  distinguished  General.* — logMi.  Palmer,  Oglesby, 
Grierson  and  numerous  others — and  colonels  and  officers 
of  every  grade,  unequalled  for  their  skill  and  bravery. 
[Qrt#at  cheering.]  And  thank  God,  the  people  of  this 
country — our  wise  men  and  beautiful  women — are  dis- 
posed to  pay  honor  to  v>'hom  honor  is  due  ;  and  the  pri- 
vate soldier  who  for  i»mall  pay  has  sundered  every 
domestic  tie.  and  faithfully  tor  three  years  tought  in  the 
ranhs,  enduring  the  heat  and  cold,  trudging  thiongh 
mud:  and  rain  and  snow  and  swamps,  and  in  the  front 
rank,  where  deHdly  haii  of  r,hot  and  .sh<^il  fells  thickest, 
and  the  groans  of  the  dying  are  ioudc  t,  is  as  much  en- 
titled to  the  warm  jrrasp  of  our  hand  and  the  -affection  of 
our  hearts,  as  the  proudest  major  g<»i:e)'al  who  ever 
wore  a  star  upon  his  shoulder.  They  fight,  they  suffer 
and' they  die;  and  though  their  names  are  scarce  heard 
in  print,  though  nameless  and  unknown  save  to  a  small 
circle,  yet  tiiey  are  the  unfailing,  impregnable  and  first 
ajid  last  reliance  of  a  free  peop'ein  .ts  hour  of  extremi- 
ty and  danger:  and  while  1  give  all  honor  to  the  im- 
mortal Sherman  .the  unequalled  Grant,  yet  I  say.  I  would 
ever  say,  God  bless  the  American  private  .*(>ld'ier.  [Cheer- 
I  am  also  proud  on  your  account,  fellow-citiztns, 
that  I  can  stand  up  here  to-day  and  say  tliat  no  county 
in  the  State  h.as  more  nobly  sustained  the  government. 
or  more  libcrallj'  contributed  in  men  and  means,  than 
the  glorious  county  of  Kane.  While  she  1  as  sent  out 
theflo-werof  her  youth  to  do  battle  for  the  Union,  she 
has  had  at  home  a  gallant  army  of  patriotic  men  and 
noble  hearted  women,  who  have  labored  by  day  and  by 
night  to  niitigate  the  severities  of  the  campaign  by 
large  and  munificent' contributions  to  our  State  and 
Snnitary  Conimissionp,  and  also  in  sustaining  anVi 
stiengthening  the  hands  of  your  loyal  St;*.te  officers  at 
home  [Applause.]  And  perhaps  many  of  yon  will  bs 
surprised  to  hear  that  Kane  country'  hns  furnished  (aa 
will  be  vou  hed  by  Adjutant  General  Fuller,  who  hap 
kept  the  recoi'd.  and  can  give  you  the  nnine  of  every 
man.  which  no  other  man  could  do  but  Fuller,)  an  nrmy 
itself;  audi  Verily  believe,  that  with  Gen,  lynch  or 
Col.  Joiiyn  at  their  h'-ad.  they  could  march  tb  the  halls 
of  the  Montezumas  and  frighten  Mr.  Maxmimilian 
frofnhis  throne.'    [Loud  cheering,  and  cries  of  "Good.''] 

Soldiers,  you  have  been  the  best  p.iliticrians  1  ever 
knew.  You  h-ave  thoroughly  understood  the  rights  ot 
our  erring  Southern  brethren,  and,  instead  of  getting 
peace  by  !ong-winded  comprct;' ises,  you  have  conquered 
tlie  only  practicable  and  lasting  peace  at  the  point  6f 
the  bayonet  and  mouth  of  the  cannon,  and  you  have 
given  a  most  salutary  lesson  to  the  haughty,  aristocrat]? 
chivalry  of  the  South,  by  letting  them  know  that  there 
were  good  and  brave  people  in  the  world  as  well  as 
they,  and  that  they  could  not  trample  upon  the  laws 
and  upset  the  government  with  impunity.  [Applaufle-ly 
You  have  travelled  the  whole  circuit  of  the  rebellion-^ 


aew^tlirougli  Mi^^sissippi,  and  Tennessee,  an-d  Alabama, 
and  GGorjjia,  to  the  sea;  you  expected  a  fight,  but  old 
Billy  could  not  get  it  out  of  them— they  would  not 
fight,  for  the  great  Sherman— 

"  He  was  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed, 
His  rights  there  were  none  to  dispute;" 
[applause,]  while 

"from  CuJrx)  all  round  to  the  sea. 

You  were  lords  of  the  fowl  akb  the  bhute." 

[Great  laughter  and  cheering.] 

Tl.enc^  yon  went  thrf)U;:h  tl^e  swamps  of  South  Caro 
Una  to  Rileiih,  in  North  Carolina,  and  after  a  univpr.-:;H 
Bkediuhiio  of  the  wliole  rebel  crew. and  tlie  capture  o1 
one  old  woman,  crinoline,  bootn  and  all,  [laughter]  yoi. 
went  to  the  prosd  capital  of  the  country,  where  yoi 
Witneisod  the  grandest  lailitary  p  igeant  Jmd  gave  tli; 
nation  ttie  grandest  military  review  ever  witrie.-ised  iu 
the  tide  of  time,  and  tlien  vou  came  home,  through  m^vnj 
States,  by  easy  stages,  and  here  you  are  to-day,  the  h  ',p- 
piest  lot  of  soldiers  I  ever  saw,  ki,^sing  your  wives,  an(] 
I  doti't  know  but  your  sweethearts  too,  [laughter  and 
cheers]  and  your  old  Governor,  Dick  No.  1^  [applause]  i 
talking  to  you,  the  happiest  fdlow  in  the  whole  lot- 
and  Fuller  next.  Why,  boys,  you  have  learned  more 
practical  geography  than  you  could  learn  at  college  in 
a  year  with  half  a  dozen  globes.  What's  the  use  of  a 
globe  after  you  have  walked  over  it,  and  nearly  kicked 
it  to  pieces?  [Laughter  and  applause]  You  have  tra 
versed  the  great  rivers,  lakes,  bayous,  swamps,  plains 
mountains,  cities,  orange  groves,  sunny  fields  and  cane 
brakes;  but  wherever  you  have  be^n  you  have  carried 
the  old  flag  in  honor  and  triumph,  and  planted  it  where 
no  ruthless  traitor-hand  has  dared  to  take  it  down 
[Cheers.]  You  have  participated  in  most  of  the  great 
battles  of  this  great  wai%  and  for  many  of  the  most 
shining  victories  we  are  indebted  to  your  unfaltering 
prowess,  yournolde  deeds  and  gallant  daring.  Donelson 
Pea  Ridge,  yhiloh,  Corinth,  Ilatchie,  Arkansas  Post 
Port  Gibson,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion  Hills.  Vicks 
burg,  Perryville,  Stone  River.  Chickamauga,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Mission  Riige,  Ressaca,  Dallas,  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  Atlantp,,  Benton  vi He,  Giddsboro,  are  emblazoned 
ou  your  banners— and  the  8th  Cavalry  at  Gettysburg, 
and  in  almost  every  b  ittle  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac.   [Great  cheers  and  waving  of  handkerchiefs  ' 

All  hail,  glorious  banners  of  the  stars  !  proud  emblem 
of  the  freedom,  of  the  nationality  of  fc-ie  undivded  and 
indivisible  U.S.  A.  (Cheers.;  Ah!  old  tattered  ban 
ners  repo-ing  quietly  in  your  places  among  the  archive- 
of  the  State,  where  General  Fuller  and  myself  have 
placed  them  to  be  kejJt  for-ever.  They  are  not  so  bright 
as  when  first  their  sllkea  a,nd  starry  folds  were  placed 
by  Columbia's  fair  daughters  iu  the  hands  of  their  conn 
try's  brave  defenders,  but  each  one  is  history  iu  itself 
— ^how  many  leagues  have  they  been  borne,  how  they 
tell  of  serenes  ot  trial,  of  the  long  march,  of  hissing 
.minie  balls,  screaming  shell,  and  gleaming  baj'onot,  and 
the  cannon's  loud  and  dreadful  roar.  Not  so  bright,  but 
now  they  have  a  consecrated  meauin.g,  and  every  star 
and  every  rag;  and  every  bullet-pierced  fold  is  eloquent 
of  liberty,  union,  and  glorious  victory.  (Great  cheering) 

Of  the  thousands  of  troops  which  Kane  county  sent  to 
the  field,  it  is  not  a  high  estimate  to  say  that  a  large 
proportion  have  died  in  actual  battles,  or  from  wounds 
or  disease  contracted  in  the  service.  Ah!  they  sleep  in 
honored  graves  tar  awav  from  their  loved  ones,  in  Shi- 
loh's  bloody  woods,  on  the  cloud-enveloped  summits  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  on  the  banks  of  our  rivers,  in  the 
'Bands  ot  the  ocean  shore,  in  nnrrow  little'  cells  they 
sleep,  and  there  they  will  sleep  till  the  morning  of  the 
resurrection.  They  died  for  their  country— it  may  be 
one,  two.  three  and  four  from  the  same  roof— filling  the 
land  with  bereaved  widows,  homeless  orphans,  weepint 
Rachels  and  sorrowing  .Jacobs — it  maybe  t!<e  first  anc 
only  boru^ — first  and  only  pledge  of  wedded  love — the 
last  tie  is  sundered,  the  last  liidv  is  broken.  Ah,  vou 
may  build  to  the  martyred  dead  a  monumental  pyramid 
of  solid  marble  which  shall  pierce  the  skies,  or  fill  the 
vast  fields  of  unfathomed  space  with  heaps  of  sliinin;.^ 
gold,  but  you  will  never  pay  that  fond  mother  for  tht- 
loes  of  that  darling  boy  who  laid  down  his  life  upon  the 
>ltar  of  his  country.  And  yet  his  grave  is  an  immortal 
grax'e,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  by  men,  in  all 
the  cycles  of  the  future,  as  long  as  the  love  of  exalted 
•ervices  or  disintorested  patriotism  shnll  sway  the  im- 
«nl..>,  r>f  M.g  hHm»n  haar^.  and 


"  Oh !  if  there  be  on  this  earthly  »phera 

A  boon,  an  offering  Heaven  holds  dear, 

Sure  'tis  the  last  libation  liberty  draws 

From  the  heart  that  suffers  and  bleeds  in  her  cause.* 

[Great  sensation.]  But  the  living  are  left  with  us — the 
wounded  and  the  disabled,  the  widow  and  the  orpiian, 
the  sorroM'ingand  the  srncken,  the  needy  and  the  des- 
titute—and  will  we  not  honor  the  dead  by  cumforting 
the  iiying  ;  and  will  we  not,  so  far  as  in  u.s  lies,  provide 
lor  till;  relief  and  .-support  of  eveiy  destitute  widow,  ii,nd 
f>r  the  support  and  ediicatli-n  of  every  mdijient  orphan 
;jf  the  (iecf^ased  and  disabled  soldier?  1  have  twioe  re- 
I'onimendefi  to  the  Lf^gislature  to  set  :!par*  asi)i-ciai  iund 
for  t;i>^  )  ui'pose.  And  I  nov<'  desire  to  say  to  the  people 
o  Kane  couutj',  and  every  county,  that  all  the  glury  she 
lasiec.  vedi);  tnis  M^ar  w-il  be  taixiisiied  if  with  :d.  her 
w  •;tl  h  uni  le  oiirces, aj.ywhere  in  her  boumiary  asin^jle 
loy  or  girl  of  one  of  her  tieceased,  or  disabled  soldiers 
-hall  bulter  tt.r  want  of  that  support  which  tlie  manly 
arm  of  tlie  fither  aught  nave  given.  (Cheers,  and  cries 
of  that's  so.)  He  stood  between  you  and  your  eneitdes 
a  living  wall  of  fire;  and  now  as  the  crippled  soldier 
Jiobbles  along  on  his  crutch,  saying.  ''  T  lot  this  leg  as 
we  scaled  the  heights  of  Donelsjn.  this  arm  .s  we  drove 
the  enemy  at  the  Hatchie,  this  eye  as  we  ciimbed  the 
heights  ot  Mi-^sion  Ridge;  or  the  poor  wounded  soldier 
tm  tiie  battle  field,  having  seen  the  sun  tor  the  last 
time,  and  thinks  of  the  dear  ones  at  home,  the  harried 
question  runs  through  his  mind.  Who  shall  pr(»tect  luy 
wife  amid  the  cold  charities  of  an  unfriendly  world  ? 
and  seuds  to  you  :in<l  me  the  prayer,  '"Let  [^no  rude  and 
unJiallowed  hand  be  laid  on  that  bright-eyed  boy  and 
girl  of  mine."  iSensation.]  No,  fellow-citizens,  they  are 
ihe  childrfn  of  the  State  and  the  country,  and  there  are 
two  thinss  which  1  would  do.  I  would  niake  it  the  duty 
of  the  County  Cou;  t  to  levy  a  t  ix — it  w  ill  not  be  a  large 
one,  nor  of  many  years  continuance — to  be  legalized  by 
the  Legislature,  and  most  s;i.credly  to  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  every  jjoor  disabled  soldier  and  sol- 
dier's widow,  and  lor  tiie  support  and  education  of  every 
soldier's  orphan.  [Cheers.\  Another  thing,  I  would  se- 
lect in  the  cemetery  of  your  c(u;nty  seat — a  beautiful 
piece  of  ground,  whiohlwould  ornament  with  gravel 
walks  and  shade  trees,  and  erect  in  the  centre  a  beauti- 
ful monument  of  marble  or  granite,  on  which  I  would 
record  in  plain  letters  the  name,  with  the  number  of  his 
company  and  regiment,  and  the  place  and  date  of  his 
death  of  every  officer  and  private  of  Kane  county  who 
liad  dieil  a  glorious  martyr  to  his    country.     (Cheers.) 

Officers  and  soldiers,  it  is  not  simply  that  you  have 
fought  bravely  and  well — that  you  have  borne  our  flag 
tarther  than  the  legions  of  Caesar  bore  the  Roman  eagles 
over  the  conqueietl  provinces  of  the  world — it  is  nr,t  all 
these  things  wiiich  entitles  yoii  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
world,  so  much  as  the  high  and  sacred  cause  for  which, 
you  f  iUght.  Y(mr  brave  comrades  have  died,  and  you 
iiave  ri.sked  your  lives  tnut  the  7iation  and  the  Union 
might  live,  and  you  have  proclaimed  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  the  divine  right  of  all  men  to  be  free.  (Ap- 
plause.) Had  you  failed,  what  anarchy,  what  ruin 
would  have  followed!  Whose  farm  or  fields  would  have 
been  worth  a  dollar?  Our  own  bright  Illinois,  our 
heaven-favored  heritage,  our  land  flowing  'with  milk 
and  honey,  would  be  overrun  with  rebel  hordes  aod 
robbing,  murdering  guerrillas,  our  wives  and  children 
fleeing  from  their  homes — armies  wouid  be  marching, 
and  commanders  winning  their  victories,  our  borders 
would  blaze  with  bayonets  and  bristle  with  cannon,  the 
laud  would  flame  with  burning  towns  and  cities,  our 
Union  would  be  dissolved,  the  experiment  of  self-gov- 
ernment wouici  have  failed,  and  while  a  wail  of  woe 
went  up  from  the  lovers  of  liberty  throughout  the 
world,  despots  would  raise  a  hideous  yell  over  the  ex- 
piring liberties  of  our  country.    (Great  cheering.) 

But  thanks  to  you,  you  have  ijot  failed:  you  have 
carried  our  country  through  (he  m«st  fiery  ordeal  which 
no  other  nation  could  have  v.itlistood.  You  Iiav«  si- 
lenced forever  the  clamors  of  .l^nglish  statesmen  that  a 
government  of  the  poople  could  not  withstand  the  con- 
vulsions of  civil  war.  While  you  have  driven  back  the 
fnemy  OL  the  other  side  of  tlie  Mississipi)i.  on  this  side 
we  have  pushed  forward  the  arts  of  T>eace.  quietlj'  con- 
thicted  the  country  through  a  Presidential  election,  kept 
up  the  machinery  of  regular  government,  and  main- 
tained the  public  ord'er  to  the  astouishm?nt  of  the 
world.  And  to-day  this  great  goverment  stands  self- 
poised,  not  a  nerve  or  muscle  weakened  or  relaxed,  with 
all  its  hitherto  dormant  but  stern  and  mighty  energies 


Kce  the  most  honored  and  the  most  feared  nation  in  the 
world,  and  could  defy  the  world  in  arms.  But  thanks  to 
you,  the  accursed  blot  of  human  slavery,  which  has  di- 
vided and  distracted  us  at  home  and  sullied  our  name 
abroad,  is  wiped  out,  and  every  man  in  America  is  free 
[Great  cheering.] 

All  hail,  mighty  day  !  Thank  God  I  have  lived  to  sea 
the  principles  go  up  in  ten  years  which  went  down  in 
1855^  when  I  can  see,  plain  as  the  sun  at  noonday,  the 
glittering  standard  of  the  nation's  redemption,  and 
when  borne  on  the  wings  of  the  winds  I  hciir  the  pi- 
brock  of  the  highliindevs — the  t-logan  shout  of  universal 
emancipation.  -A  11  hail  gloriou.s  sister,  Missouri!  Come 
with  renewed  heart;  come  with  bright  and  beaming 
eyes,  and  fair  and  throbbing  bosom,  into  the  family  ol 
free  States.  (Cheers.)  All  hail  my  Maryland,  thou  who 
stonestthe  prophets,  for  a  yreat  light  has  shown  upon 
thy  road  to  Damascus.  All  hail  Tennessee,  and  Andy 
Jolinsun,  and  especially  Parson  Brownlow.  (Applause.) 
All  liail  Georgia,  and  -'good-bye,  massa  Stephens,  for 
Old  fehady  am  a  coming."  (Cheers.)  All  hail  naughty, 
erring  little  sister,  South  Carolina;  come  and  lay  thy 
peevish,  waspish,  tumultuous  little  cheeks  upon  the 
bosom  of  thy  father,  Andy,  and  say,  I'ather,  I  have 
sinned,  and  am  no  longer  worthy.  (Cheers  and  laugh- 
ter.) All  hail  Mississippi;  come  because  Jeff  has  fallen 
in  the  last  ditch.  [Laughter.)  All  hail  Old  Virginia; 
come  shouting  the  mighty  American  Marseilles,  '-Glory  ! 
Glory  !  John  Brown's  Soul  is  Marching  On  !"  And  hail, 
all  the  sisters  with  joined  hands,  all  hail;  forever  all 
liail  United  States  of  America,  for  in  all  your  broad 
boundaries  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from  Maine  tw 
Oregon,  all  thy  children  are  free. 

[This  part  of  the  speech  was  received  with  tumul- 
tuous cheering.] 

There  is  great  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  sympathizers 
with  treason,  that  the  nation  had  incurred  by  the  war  a 
gieat  national  dftbt,  which  the  country  will  never  pay. 
What  a  set  of  ill-omened  birds  this  age  is  afflicted  with, 
who  always  have  a  nightmare  upon  their  aifrighted  vis- 
ions. We  can't  coerce  a  State — we  can't  subjugate  the 
South — we  can't  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war — we  can't 
do  away  with  slavery,  and  now  we  can't  pay  the  national 
debt.  Now,  my  dear  friends,  ••  Let  not  your  spirits  be 
troubled  "  This  great  nation,  with  its  increasing  mil- 
lions of  people,  for  now  that  the  only  black  spot  upon 
our  sun — slavery — is  removed,  emigration  will  pour 
into  tlie  South  .ind  the  North  from  foreign  countries 
like  an  avalanche,  and  with  our  vastly  increasing  bil- 
lions of  taxable  property,  the  United  States  will  walk 
iorward  like  a  Hercules,  not  feeling  the  burthen,  and 
the  boy  is  now  born  who  will  seethe  last  dollar  of  our 
national  debt  paid  off.  [Applause.]  Some  say  we  will 
have  to  repudiate,  as  they  said  we  would  have  to  back 
«lown  to  the  South.  As  for  me,  I  would  brand  with 
the  same  indellible  stain  the  repudiator  and  traitor, 
and  hang  both  together.  The  only  debt  we  can  never 
pay  is  tlie  debt  we  owe  our  country's  brave  defenders. 
[Applause.] 

Officers  and  soldiers,  I  am  not  here  to  lecture  you  as 
to  ynur  duties,  as  you  go  to  resume  your  duties  as 
citizens.  If  those  who  predict  such  a  bad  state  of  mo- 
rals from  the  returned  soldiers  and  give  them  good 
advice,  wouid  take  care  of  their  own  morals,  it  would 
be  better  for  societj'.  (Loud  cheers,  mingled  with 
laughter.)  1  heard  a  politician  in  Chicago,  who  I  sup- 
pose, has  not  seen  a  bible  m  six  months,  drinks  five 
cent  lajer  and  forty  rod  young  Bourbon,  say  we  would 
have  a  hell  of  a  time  when  our  returned  soldiers  were 
let  loose  upon  the  ccmmunity.  Now,  thinks  I,  if  you 
don't  keep  shady  yeu  will  have  your  morals  improved. 
(Laughter.)  I  can  say  that  for  those  who  are  fearful  ot 
demoralization  among  our  citizen  soldiers,  that  I  have 
«een  many  whole  regiments  disbanded  during  the  last 
two  years,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  have  quietly 
resumed  their  former  avocations,  are  orderly  and  quiet, 
and  I  will  put  them  againstany  other  thousand  men  in 
the  State  for  good  behavior  and  obedience  to  the  laws. 
(Cries  of  "that's  so,"  and  "good.")  The  discipline  of 
the  soldier  is  elevating  and  not  corrupting,  and  I  have 
ao  fears  they  will  not  be  gentlemen  and  good  citizens. 
Our  soldiers  are  not  mere  hirelings,  but  they  are  our 
brothersand  kinsmen,  as  intelligent  as  ourselves,  who 
have  studied  well  the  principles  and  objects  for  which 
they  have  fought.  All  the  gold  of  California  could  not 
have  induced  them  to  be  the  target  for  whole  regiments 
to  shoot  at,  but  they  are  the  soldiers  of  principle, fight- 
ing to  maintain  the  right.  You  who  have  been  fighting 
to  maintain  the  law.     All  the  marshalpd  hosts  of  Sher- 


supremaeyof  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  to  panfshi 
the  wicked  men  who  have  trampled  upon  the  law  and 
raised  the  banner  of  revolt.  You  have  been  a  great 
national  police  to  bring  criminals  to  punishment,  and 
now  you  have  restored  the  authority  of  public  law  and 
the  quiet  of  public  order,  so  that  troin  ocean  to  ocean 
the  American  citizen  can  traverse  the  circuit  of  the 
Union  and  feel  the  protecti(m  and  the  ail-abiding  su- 
premacy and  power  of  American  law.  And  can  we  sup- 
pose for  a  moment  that  those  who  have  been  most  prompt 
to  restore  the  authority  of  law  to  the  land,  will  be  the 
first  to  break  the  law  ?  (Cheers.)  I  think  myself  you 
are  a  very  respectable  looking  set  of  gentlemen  for 
Sherman's  bummers.  (Laughter.)  All  the  advice  I 
iiave  to  give  you  io.  to  tell  you  to  go  home  to  your  wives 
If  yon  have  got  a  wife.  If  you  ain't  got  one.  capture 
one,  [laughter,]  not  a  Jeff  Davis,  but  a  -'laal''  genuine, 
6o?2a/idc.  sure  enougli  woman.  (.Much  laughter.)  Your 
fighting  for  your  country  won't  set  you  back  any.  I 
never  saw  a  real  pretty  girl  but  who  loved  a  blue  coat 
with  brass  buttons,  (cries  of  "that's  so,")  and  you  know 
she  would  be  monstrous  ugly  il  she  had  a  copperhead 
in  her  eye.  (Laughter)  Now,  bo.ys,  I  know  you  are 
brave,  and  have  faced  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  hava 
stormed  every  battery  in  your  way.  but  there  is  one 
battery  which  you  ean  never  storm,  and  that  is  the  bat- 
tery of  sweet  smiles  and  bright  eyes.  My  head  for  a 
football,  you'll  always  surrender  on  the  first  ballot. 
[Laughter  and  cheers.) 

Jeff  Davis  has  proven  himself  the  most  illustrious 
captain  of  his  age — he  deals  in  stratagem — be  was 
smart,  and  knew  well  that  our  boys  would  not  fight  or 
capture  a  woman,  and  the  only  mistake  ho  committed 
was  he  was  not  a  vvoman.  (Laughter  and  appla,use.; 
Jeff  is  like  the  grrat  Achilles,  whose  only  vulnerable 
part  was  his  heel.  Alas!  all  the  strategy  of  the  great 
.leff  failed  by  reason  of  his  boots.  What  a  slight  cir- 
cumstance affects  the  destiny  of  man  ann  nations.  Borne 
was  notified  of  the  assault  of  a  mighty  army  by  the 
gabble  of  a  goose  and  saved  Alas,  the  fortunes  of  the 
Confederate  army  went  down  in  darkness  in  consequence 
of  a  pair  of  boots.    (Laughter.) 

There  is  no  achievement  so  grand  as  this  last  end  of 
the  great  die-in-the-ditch  Confederacy  since  those  times 
way  back  in  the  shady  past,  whereof  the  memory  of 
man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary,  to-wit,  since  those 
days  when  .Jack and  Gill  went  up  the  hill  after  a  nail  of 
water.  (Great  laughter.)  Indeed,  I  know  nothing  in 
all  my  reading  in  Baron  Munchausen,  Jack  the  Giant 
Killer,  not  even  the  gander  fight  in  Peter  Parley  or 
Goody  Two  Shoes,  I  don't  know  which  caw  begin  to 
compare  with  the  splendid  and  gallant  surrender  of  this 
great  Lion  in  his  lair,  the  mij;hty  chief  of  Southern 
chivalry,  and  of  the  great  but  defunct  Confederacy. 
(Laughter.) 

There  is  one  ether  cause  of  congratulation  for  you  to- 
day. I  must  congratulate  you  that  whatever  may  have 
been  tha  divisions  of  opinions  when  you  left  home; 
however  much  the  war  was  denounced ;  however  much 
you  were  denounced  as  Lincbln  hirelings  and  abolition 
fanaticfe  ;  however  much  men  said  we  could  never  con- 
quer the  South,  and  loolied  at  you  askance  from  under 
the  hat,  yet  now  those  old  fire-in-the-rear  veterans  are 
the  very  ones  to  welcome  you  with  the  "To  Triumphe!" 
and  the  "Grand  all  Hail!"  and  they  shout  with  a 
louder  shout  than  your  old  Union  friends.  They  claim 
to  be  the  chief  priests  in  the  synagogue.  (Laughter.) 
Indeed,!  have  not  seen  a  copperhead  since  Lee's  sur- 
render. (Laughter.)  Whether  they  were  included  in 
the  surrender  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  At  all  events,  I 
give  them  credit  for  most  rapid  conversion,  and  all  the 
zeal  of  new  proselytes,  and  I  especindly  give  them  credit 
for  their  most  remarkable  modesty  [Laughter.]  I 
wondor  it  they  could  be  prevailed  on  to  have  some  of- 
fice; if  so,  I  advise  you  lo  go  straight  to  the  polls  and 
vote  for  them   (over  the  left.)     [Laughter  and  cheers.] 

The  war  is  over — our  arms  arc  triumphant — the  reb- 
els have  long  since  learned  that  one  Southern  man 
could  not  whip  five  Northern  mbn.  I  suppose  they 
would  be  willing  to  pair  off  even  now.  [Laughter.]  May 
be  they  would  find  that  an  American  citizen  of  African 
descent  was  quite  enough  for  them.  (Laughter.)  But 
peace  prevails  in  the  land,  yet  peace  brings  with  it  the 
most  complicated  questions.  I  wouid  not  cloud  the  buoy- 
ant anticipations  with  gloomJ)ut  we  are  not  yet  safe  out 
of  the  difficulties  which  hiflre  environed  the  country. 
Perils  surround  which  are  imminent,  which  Avill  require 
clear  heads  and  honest  and  stout  hearts  to  discern  and 
overcome.     We  are  not  safe  untjl  the. great,  nue>.tinngi'i 


and  forever  settled,  ami  apon  sucii  a  basis  ae  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  another  wa.r  to  mar  our  peace  and  en 
danger  the  safety  of  tlie  Union.  (All  of  that's  so. J  The 
thought  is  a  iiorrible  one,  that,  after  all  the- blood  and 
tears  and  suffei'ings  and  expense  of  this  four  years,  the 
same  bones  of  contention  may  be  left,  and  thesame  rebel 
spirit  n>;iy  be  loft  to  iniinence  our  policy,  finally  to  cul 
miuMte  iu  ,tnot;ier  fearful  aT)d  b'loofiy  v/ar.  And  first,  it 
must  now  be  ae'itlfd,  laKe  at>d  forever,  that  treason  is  ii 
crime,  and  it  mni-t  be  punished  as  such.  The  leading 
traitors,  or  enouj2;h  of  them  to  vindicate  the  law,  wlio 
instigated  the  rebellion,  who  stirred  up  the  people  to  re 
volt,  must  be  tried,  con.victed  and  hung  for  their  crime 
of  treason,  which,  the  world  over,  has  been  prononnccl 
the  highest  crime  known  to  the  law.  Unfortunately  they 
have  i-et  a  precedent,  perhaps  "he  most  memorable  pre- 
cedent in  tne  history  of  the  world.  On  the  2d  day  of 
December,  1859,  a  decrepit  old  man  whose  head  was  whi- 
tened with  the  frosts  of  many  winters,  when  asked  win- 
sentence  cf  death  should  not  be  pronounced,  said,  he 
'•never  inteiided  murder  ortreason,or  the  destruction  of 
property,  or  to  excite  or  to  incite  slaves  to  rebellion,  or 
to  n)ake  an  •insurrection.  He  only  intended  to  make 
slaves  free  without  the  snnpping  of  a  gun  on  either  side 
and  take  them  to  Canada.  Tlic  New  Testament  com 
inanried  him  to  remember  them  that  are  in  bomls  as 
bound  with  them.  I  believe  to  have  i;)terfered  in  bTshalf 
of  His  despised  po(u-  was  not  wrong,  but  right."  On  his 
M-ay  to  the  scafi'uld  he  saw  a  little  negro  girl  gazing  at 
him  with  wondering  face,  and  he  stopped  and,  stooping 
down,  kissed  and  blessed  her.  and  taking  his  place  upoi 
the  scalfold  his  spirit  went  to  meet  its  God.  The  fiendish 
spirit  of  slavery  stood  by  without  compassion.  Governor 
Wise,  having  the  poNver  to  extend  pardon  to  this  poo)- 
old  uian,  said  no,  and  all  rebeldom  -sent  up  a  shout  of 
rejoicing.  And  now,  when  Jeff  Davis  and  Wise,  who  are 
re8i)onsible  for  two  hundrcGl  thousand  murders,  and  for 
treas<in  black  as  hell,  when  they  swing  from  a  similai- 
gallows.  according  to  the  precedent  they  have  set,  they 
■will  think,  I  suppose,  in  more  senses  than  one.  that.Tohn 
Brown's  soul  is  marching  on.  [Loud  cheers.]  When 
Copperlieads  i)lead  for  magnanimity,  ask  them  what  they 
said  in  behalf  of  poor  old  John  Drown!  Have  they  ever 
cried  out  for  magnanimity  to  other  murderers  and  con- 
victs wlio  have  violated  the  law?  And  yet,  for  Jeff  Da- 
vis, who  has  been  a  wholesale  murderer,  who  has  struck 
at  the  life  of  the  whole  nation,  and  rolled  the  red  wat'e 
of  bloody  civil  war  over  the  land,  they  say  we  must  be 
mognariimous.  |  Sensation.]  We  shoot  the  poordeserte; 
and  the  poor  soldier  who  is  found  sleeping  at  his  postd! 
guard,  but  the  nation  must  be  maguaiiimous  and  not 
execute  Jeff'  Davis! 

The  most  ponderous  volume  can  never  portray  the 
enormous  wickedness  of  these  traitors.  Barbaritiei 
which  would  have  disgraced  the  most  savage  tiation  of 
antiquity;  brirbarities  shocking  in  the  sight  of  God  and 
man  ;  the  cold-blooded  murder  and  burying  alive  of  our 
colored  troops  at  Columbus,  .b'ort  Pillow  and  other  points: 
the  attempted  burning  of  our  large  cities,  regardle-s  of 
the  lives  of  innocent  won)en  and  children;  the  importa- 
tion of  poisoned  shirts  and  g-irments  infected  with  yel 
low  fever  and  small  pox,  to  be  presented  to  th-e  President, 
and  to  spread  pestilence  among  our  soldiers;  the  star- 
vation in  cold  blood  of  20.000  of  our  prisoTiers  at  Ander- 
sonville,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  leaders,  and  the 
cold-blooded  mui'der  of  the  noble  Lincoln;  and  yet  for 
any  American  to  get  up  in  Illinois  and  preach  magna- 
iiimity  to  the  infernal  traitors  who  sot  on  foot  and  con 
nive  at  these  bloody  deeds — any  such  man  ought  to  be 
hung  on  the  same  sour  apple  tree  with  Jeff  Davis  him- 
self. [Loud  cliei'rs]  While  I  woitld,  through  magnaninjity, 
and  also  from  necessity,  extend  pardon  to  the  masses 
upon  their  taking  the  oath,  yet  I  would  see  that  the; 
penalty  was  executed  upon  a  sufficient  number  to  vindi- 
cate the  law— not  in  resentment  or  malice,  but  as  an 
•example  for  all  time  to  come.  "The  law  should  be  a, 
terror  to  evil-doers,  and  a  praise  to  them  that  do  well." 
I  would  make  the  name  of  the  traitor  odious.  I  would 
let  the  extreme  punishment  of  the  law  be  meted  out  to 
him,  to  stand  forever  as  a  warning  to  all  posterity,  that 
whoever  he  may  be.  however  high  his  title  or  proud  his 
name,  whoever  thrusts  himself  in  the  path  of  this  Re- 
public to  honor  and  renown:  whoever  shall  lift  a  parri- 
cidal arm  to  destroy  the  government,  the  nnion,  and 
liberties  of  his  country,  sliail  meet  a  traitor's  doom,  and 
his  name,  like  that  of  ArrTOld,  Jiooth  and  Davis,  be  gib- 
beted on  every  hill-top  throughout  the  land  as  a  monu- 
ment of  his  punishment,  and  the  shame  and  grief  of  his 
f  nnritrv-     fLoud  annlause.l 


advisfe  tHo  gbvernn^ent  to  nift^tianiniity.    Now  w€^  bfi^$% 

stood  a  great  deal  from  England.  At  her  demand  we 
.surrendered  ]\Iason  and  Slidell,  the  greatest  national 
degredation,  in  my  judgment,  to  which  this  country  ever 
submitted.  Her  governing  classes  have  sympathized  and 
feasted  ihe  rebels  they  have  found  in  London.  They  have 
built,  armed,  equipped  and  maimed  Dritisb  cruisers  to 
prey  upon  our  cun)merce.  They  have  all  the  time  prayed 
lor  an<!  predicted  our  defeat,  and  in  our  darkest  hours 
have  given  encouragement  to  tlie  enemy.  a?ul  we  have 
uncomplainingly  submitted  to  all  these  things;  but  there 
is  one  thing  we  won't  stand  from  Kngland,  and  1  hope 
ihat  Sticretary  Seward   will   immediately   inform  Lord 

xitssell  tliat  there  is  one  thing  we  won't  stand  from  her, 
and  that  is  her  advice.  All  we  have  to  say  to  her  is,  mind 
your  own  business.  We  do  not  interfere  in  the  domestic 
alTairs  of  any  foreign  nation,  and  they  shall  not  interfere 
with  ours.  We  don't  want  war,  brft  if  forced  upon  us 
we  would  as  soon  send  General  Sherraan  with  500,000  of 
our  veteraus  over  to  make  a  breakfast  of  Canada  as  not 
(vJheers.)  Secretary  Seward  has  expressed  the  united 
sentiiiient  of  the  American  people  in  notifying  England 
to  make  amjjle  reparation  for  the  injuries  sustained  by 
our  commerce  from  the  Alabama  and  of  her  cruisers — ^ 
and  while  we  want  no  war,  yet  every  man,  woman  and 
child,  and  a  million  of  trained  veterans,  staud  ready,  at 
the  drop  of  a  hat,  whenever  the  national  honor  shall  re- 
quire, to  go  over  into  Canada  some  foggy  morning  and 
*o  s-ay,  " How  are  you.  Johnny  Bull?"  [Great  Cheering.] 
But,  again,  there  are  ether  questions  to  settle.  No  re- 
bellious State  should  be  permitted  to  resume  its  complete 
political  relations  with  the  government  until  it  is  clearly 
uianiiest  that  the  loyal  and  not  the  disloyal  element  is 
to  have  the  control  of  the  government.  (Cheers.) 
I  would  keep  that  pestiferous  State.  South  Carolina  out 
in  the  cold  upon  probation  for  a'  thousand  years,  unless 
she  gave  evidence  of  fruits  meet  for  repentance,  until  I 
was  satisfied  she  was  effectually  cured  of  her  States 
rights  doctrine  of  secession  ;  and  I  would  not  be  cheated 
by  pardoned  rebels  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  wheil 
they  are  instructed  by  Deverdy  Johnson  and  others  that 
they  can  do  so  without  perjury,  although  they  do  not 
intend  to  observe  and  abide  it.  (Cheers.)  I  have  always 
believed  that  the  States  are  not  out  of  the  Union,  and 
cannot  go  out,  and  yet  I  perfectly  agree  with  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, that  whether  they  are  or  not  is  not  material  to  the 
■ptestion,  for  whether  in  or  out  of  the  Union,  they  have 
leliberately  arrayed  themselves  in  deadly  liostility  to 
the  government — deliberately,  by  ordinance  of  secession 
and  the  adoption  of  the  Confederate  constitution,  de- 
clared themselves  out  of  the  Union,  and  by  force  of  arms 
attempted  to  destroy  the  Union  and  the.government;  and 
some  way  has  to  be  i^rovidsd  by  which  they  are  to  re- 
sume friendly  relations  with  the  government,  and  it  is 
certainly  fur  the  government  to  sav  upon  what  terms 
they  may  resume  those  friendly  relations-  Now  I  do 
not  propose  to  make  any  isstre  with  President  Johnson, 
because  it  is  not  necessary,  for  he  himself  does  not  con- 
tend that  the  States  are  so  in  the  Union,  that  they  could 
go  on  now  to  legislate  and  send  Senators  and  Bepresen- 
tatives  to  Congress  under  their  old  State  conststutions, 
as  though  no  war  had  happened — for  he  himself  has  gone 
on  to  state  the  terms  on  which  they  may  reform  their 
State  governments,  and  who  may  vote  for  the  new  con- 
stitution, which,  of  course,  he  could  n  t  do  if  they  were 
to  go  on  as  States  Avith  the  same  government  they  had 
before  the  war:  for  then,  under  the  Constitution,  these 
States  would  fix  the  qualifications  of  the  electors  with- 
out any  interference  from  the  President  or  from  Con- 
gress But  President  Johnson  has  evidently  taken  the 
)ther  view  of  the  question,  that,  in  States  in  rebellioQ, 
the  national  authorities  are  to  hate  control  until  the 
State  is  resto)-ed  to  its  former  condition.  He  is  not 
blindly  committed  to  any  one  particular  policy,  but,  as 
Mr.  Lincoln  did.  is  feeling  his  way.  I  have  every  confi- 
dence in  him.  I  sat  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  him  fifteen  years  ago,  since  which  he  has  been  in 
!>ublic  life  ever  since  as  Representative.  Senator,  and 
Governor,  and  ha.s  a  rich  and  large  experience  and  ma- 
tured judgment  as  a  statesman,  besides  a  warm  heart  lor 
the  people  of  every  color.  So  far.  ,  President  Johnson 
has  only  invited  those  residents  of  the  States  Avho  were 
formerly  voters,  and  who  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  are  loyal,  to  forma  constitution  and  to  present  such 
a  republican  form  of  State  Governments  as  will  entitle 
the  State  to  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  therefor. 
[Cheers,  a.nd  cries  of  -that's  so."  I 

The  final  decision  is  left  with  Congress — Avhether  the 
States  are  merely  in   abey^ince,  or  whether,  bv  their  re- 


can   decide  whether  the   new  State  Government  i«  R..  >°!, 52  "i  ru""*?' '"  ^'^'^  ^^^^^  ^'^f'''^' in 


can  decide  whether  the  new  State  Government  is  Re- 
pubhcan  in  form  or  not.  In  the  admissiou  of  Louisiana 
as  a  htate,  Congress  went  so  far  as  to  prescribe  in  advance 
certain  specific  measures  which  were  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Constitution,  and  which  were  afterwards  decided  liv 
the  Superior  Court  of  the  United  States  to  be  constitn- 
tional,  m  the  case  of  Permoli  vs.  the  first  municipality 
ot  New  Orleans.  As  a  Senator  of  the  United  State,  cer- 
tainly T  could  consider  no  State  Government  Kepublican 
In  term  which  was  at  variance  witli  the  fdndameiital 
principles  of  our  republican  institutions  which  denied 
the  equality  of  all  men  before  the  law;  which  set  aside 
the  principle  that  governmentsjustly  exist  by  the  con- 
eeut  of  the  governed,  and  that  taxation  .and  representa- 
tion must  go  together.  Applause.  If  I  am  wrong  the 
government  is  wrong.  And  I  am  here  to-day  to  say  that 
I  could  approve  of  no  State  government  whose  constitu- 
tion or  bill  of  rights  does  not  deny,  in  express  words  this 
right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  the  Union  and  which 
does  not  provide  that  slavery  shall  be  fi/ally  and  forever 
abolisned  and  prohibited,  so  that  not  even  a  root,  seed  or 
grease  spot  shall  remain  of  this  sum  of  all  villainies  the 
accursed  system  which  has  been  the  fountain  of  all' our 
troubles,  and  of  the  fratricidal  and  bloody  war  which 
has  desolated  the  land.    Great  cheering. 

Again,    it  should   be     expressly    provided    that    the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion  who  have  held   offices,  civil  or 
military  under  the   Confederate  Government,  should  be 
distrauchised  and  forever  debarred  the   right  of  suffra^-e 
and  the  right  to  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  und?r 
the  Government  of  the   United  States.    Again,  I   would 
confer  the  right   of  suffrage  upon  all  loyal  men.     Ap- 
plause.    I  will  not,  by  any  act  of  mine,  open  the  portals 
of  the  American  ballot-box   to  pardoned   rebels,  whose 
hands  are  stained  with   treason,  and  are  dripping  with 
the  blooa  of  our  brave  soldier  boys,  and   deny  it  to  the 
poor  coiored   man  who  has  proved  his  allegiance  to  his 
country  by  bi-ave   and   heroic   deeds.     Applause.    They 
have  rallied  round  the   flag-he  has  brought  a  stalwart 
arm  and  a  courageous  heart  to  his   government  in  the 
hour  ot  Its  extremity  and  fearful  need,  and  it  wouTd  be 
the  shame  of  the  century  and  the  age  if  he  is  to  be  dis- 
^S^f  ^nd  left  without  a  voice  "to  such  barbarous 
legislation   as  his  rebel   masters    would  frame  for  him 
hat'Sro",^  "'^'^  of  '-that's  so."    Let  me  tell  politicians 
that  there  is  no  half-way  house  in  this  matter,  and  the 
Thiers'" tV"'"'^    ^!    t"^^^'^*^    the    right    of'suifrage! 
nh^t  n!      "'''™f  "*  *^^  government  decided  that  his 
fL\t  ft'T'^'J  to  save  the  government,  and  put  arms 
"S,^.';ri"^f' the  quest  on  was  settled,  b^causi  to  bear 
enmLh    o  filf  •''   .r''''°,"  ''^  ^°°'^^''  ^"^  if  he  was  good 
bovsfn  bli°\  "•  *^'  'T^^  ''^^"  ^y  ^=^^  ^ith  our  brave 
ki?l  off  thi  v/t      f  ^°?'^,  ""^"S*^  to  go  to  the   polls  and 
kill  ott  the  vote  of  a  rebel  or  a  copperhead.     Loud  cheers 
If  citizens  m  war,  whynot  citizens  in  peace?    They  vote 
in  many  of  the  free  States,  and  no   harm   hasfSred 
and    no  complaint  is  made,   and  why   not  in    the  libei 
States,  especially  as  they   constitute   the  principal  par 
of  the  loyal  people  of  those  States,  and,  if  not  pmmi?  ed 
to  vote,  every  rebel  State  will  send   disloyal  men  to  Con 
gress,  ready  and   plotting  to  precipitate  the   na   on  into 
internecine  war  whenever  the  South,  through  Northern 
co-operation  might  deem  it  safe   to  strike  for  their  hide 
pendence.    Cheers.    You  say  I  am  radical.    Weire^rv 
thing  that  IS  right  is   radically  right,  and  eveiT  tllul- 

Sms  That^h^'i''^^'^,!^  wrong,  .^,d  the  conse^val  ve 
Claims   that  he  is   neither  one    nor  the    other    and   T 
am  glad  that  God   and  the  pe.  pie  are  again s    5^^^^^^^ 
tives.  ^Cheers  and  much   laugjuer.     ';  iCuld  tharvo" 


lave  pursued  the  poor  negro  under  the  black  laws  to 
rtnes.  imprisonment  and  sale.  I  bave  granted  a  full  p-tr- 
ion;  and  when  asked  the  reason,  I  have  simply  an- 
swered tnat  I  pardoned  him  for  being  black.-tliat  God 
has  made  of  one  blood  ail  nations  ot  men  to  dwell  unon 
I  he  face  of  the  earth.  (Cheers.)  I  did  it  because  the  laws 
were  unconstitutional,  and  because  I  wi.uld  ant  disgrace 
the  age  and  country  in  v,rl,jch  I  live,  or  allow  llie  cSiu  ts 
ro  occupy  their  time  in  enforcing  such  a  barbarous  law 
!  thank  God  that  I  liave  never  cast  a  vote  or  uttered  a 
sentiment  against  linman  freedom;  and  no  loud  alar- 
ims  of  popular  applause,  no  shining  height  of  human 
.)Ower  shall  ever  seduce  me  to  give  up  the  God-given 
sentiments  of  my  heart  in  favor  of  freedom  and  Human- 
ity. I  believe  that  the  right  to  vote  is  a  most  elevat- 
ing process,  and  holds  out  the  greatest  inducements  to 
education  and  preparation  for  i.s  proper  exercise.  And 
for  this  reason  I  hold  out  the-  elective  franchise  freely  to 
ever)  poor  W;anderer  from  foreign  oppression  that  he 
may  at  once  commence  preparatim  for  the  high  dutits 
of  an  American  citizen.  (Cheers,) 

Yoirsay  the  nc-ro  is  not  intelligent  enough  to  vote 
but  this  test  would  lead  to  the  disfranchisement  of  a 
largfc  portion  of  the  whites.  Moreover,  the  perpetuity 
of  our  instituti(,n8  depends  not  alone  on  the  intelli- 
gence, but  on  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people 
i  he  negroes  have  had  sense  enough  to  be  loyal,  and 
hgbt  for  the  government;  while  their  masters  have 
only  had  sense  enough  to  be  traitors,  and  to  fight 
against  their  country.  I  say  ourgovernment  exists  by 
I  he  virtue  as  well  as  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  and 
while  ths  negroes  are  not  as  literary  as  their  aristocrat- 
ic master,  nor  more  learned  than  the  poor  whites  they 
have  more  virtue  and  honesty  than  both  put  together 

And  lastly,  we  are   making  the  experiment   of  self- 
:overnment.  and  that  test  can  never  be  pronerly  made 
except  by  allowing  all  to  vote,  and  giving   the  majority 
the  right  to  rule.  This  is  the  genius  of  our  government, 
i  am  willing  to  trust  it,  and  believe  that   with  these 
principles  our  glorious  government,  founded  on  the  will 
of  all,  protected  by  the  power  of  all,  and  protecting  tHe 
nguts   of  all,  will   survive  all   the   storms  of  internal 
convulsions,  can  defy  the  world   combined— and  rjsiuff 
higher  and  higher  in  grandeur  and  in  glory,  will  be  tht 
nappiest,  freest,   and  most  honored   nation  among  the 
nations  of  the  world.  (Cheers.)  Then  I  am  here  to-dav 
fearlessly  to  proclaim  my  crep.d.  and  to  stand  or  fall  by 
It.    Now,  here,  elsewhere,  always.  T  am  as ainst  seces- 
sion and  slavery.,  tor  an  undivided  Union,  for   universal 
.reedom,  and  for  universal  suffiage.     fGreat  Cheering.  I 
If  slavery  haa  any  lease  for  longer  life,  when  it  laid 
ts  a^ssassin  hand    upon  the   life  of  the   noble    Lincoln 
.1  I  i"'  K      1  •    '''''■^^'^  "'""^  ^ts   last   lingering  breath 
would   be   driven    from  its  accursed   body.     Abraham 
Lincoln  hved  lonL^  enough  to  lead  us  through  the  Ked 
beaoftus  terrible  war;  h«  laid   down  the  true  policy 
upon  which  tbis  nation  is  to  live,  and  in  his  speeches. 
()  ters,  messages,  proclamations  and  gr^at  acts,  he  has 
left  us  lessons  enough  to  guide  us  in  all  our  duties  as 
citizens,  and. in  nil   our  publie   affaixs.     Hundreds   of 
books  will  be  written,  but  were   my  object   simply  to 
make    him    imm  ,rtal   through  all  time,   it   xvould  b« 
nn"h!  W    rf '^    vvould  be  waste  of  paper,  to  say  that 
on  Jie  1st  of  Jannary,  1865.  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  great 
emancipator,  issued   his  proclamation  of  emancipation 

Zff^^"    p'     T^"" '"'  "^'""t'-^'  ^'"'  to  a  long  oppres- 
sed lace.-Great  cheenng.-Abraham   Lincoln -let  us 
name  the  name  once  again  in  solemn,  re-,  .rent  silence, 
nd  leave  It  in  deathless,   undying   splendor,   forever 


were    hot   or  cold,"  savs     Hnlv    Wv.-*-    u„    i    -,       ■         ■""-'  icnvc 
you  are   neither  hot    no\  col^  I  wnrs^  v   you  ^t^^^ 

my    mouth."     Cheers  and    l^,,.,-!....      v.'...  7*^"  «"*  of      But   thou.<,^h    slavery    Mnd   treason    assassinated   om 

President  the  government  still  lives.     One   of  the  sub- 


my  mouth."  Cheers  and  laughter.  W'hy  can  we  not 
learn  that  what  is  just  is  awlays  expedient'  ^CW?s 
The  Idea  of  expediency  Is  the  father  of  all  the  coumro' 
mises  which  have  brought  M-oe  upon  our  la^d  SZ 
learn  rom  high  and  holy  authority  to  hohl' fa,t*  ?, 
o^^f^'iTT ''""»'   "''    t^e.  whatiever   thin  s  a 

KeerfiT,"'^™'^  '''''''  ^'^^^"^  to  theSt?<- f'    Unds" 

&7ais  ;r  o"r"st:?u\rit."^«  t^^^"-^-  '"  ^e 

baoid,  and  hadThe  p^elsnre  after  1  T''  ""l^  ^"'"'^tless 


unest  pages  of  our  history  will  be  that  on   the   day" 

ht-ur!;  h  .f  ^^'  ^^i'"^"^  *'^"  "^tion,  in   the  room  of  an 

)bsuie  hotel   mthe  city   of  Washington,  the  oath   of 

4hce  was  aJministered    by   Chief  Justice  Chase  to  the 

new  President  m  the  presence  of  a  half  dozei;    .fViends 

--of  whom  I  was  one-and  straight  forward   wi-hout  a 

.ir  the   government    moved    majestically   onward   as 

-hough  no  calamity  had   fallen  upon  thr  nation.      The 

assassin  may   slay   an   hundred   presidents,  but  think 

i.oa  the   great  government  of  the  United   States  shaU 

a  .'l'?^;f,>  n  ^Tl  °^''^"  ^"'^  ^^-'^th  shall  not  prevail 
a  ..jnst  it.-Great  cheering.-Our  govornment.  by  reas- 
;  pfoli  h  "'  T"'^"^^  through  which  is  has  passed,  will 
AvnrH  Vl^n''''''"'Vl'»'^^ted  and  feared  throughout  th« 
i^^i^S.!Xil!^!ii^' standing  over  rh^e  grave  of 


«B,  and  with  new  and  increasing  faith  in  the  f^apacity 
of  man  for  self-government  ;  like  Miriam  the  prophetess 
we  will  ra  se  our  songs  of  triumph  on  the  banks  of  our 
deliveren  ce  and  joyfully  sing,  "Praise  ye  the  Lord,  for 
He  hath  gloriously  triumphed,  and  the  horse  and  rider 
hath  he  thrown  into  the  sea." —  Tremendous  cheering. 


Thff  Governor  was  repeatedly  cheered  during  the  de- 
livery of  his  speech,  especially  that  part  in  which  he  de- 
fined his  views  on  the  suftrage  question.  At  its  close  h» 
was  again  greeted  with  enthusiastic  cheers,  and  the  peo- 
ple crowded  around  him  to  take  him  by  the  hand. 
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